B Y E'R.T 1S EMENT,

THE general defign of the following fheets is to inlift Imagination

under the banner of Science, and to lead her votaries from the
loofer analogies, which drefs out the imagery of poetry, to the
{triker ones, which form the ratiocination of philofophy. While
their particular defign is to induce the ingenious to cultivate the
knowledge of BoraNy; by introducing them to the veftibule of that
delightful {cience, and recommending to their attention the immortal

works of the Swedith Naturalit LIN N E US.

In the firft Poem, or Economy of Vegetation, the phyfiology of
Plants is delivered ; and the operation of the Elements, as far as they
may be fuppofed to affe¢t the growth of Vegetables. But the pub-
lication of this part is deferred to another year, for the purpofe of
repeating fome experiments on vegetation, mentioned in the notes.
In the fecond poem, or Loves oF THE PLANTs, which is here pre-
fented to the Reader, the Sexual Sy{tem of LinnEUs is explained,
with the remarkable properties of many particular plants.

The author has withheld this work, (excepting a few pages) many
years from the prefs, according to the rule of Horace, hoping to
have rendered it more worthy the acceptance of the public,—but
finds at length, that he is lefs able, from difufe, to correét the
poetry ; and, from want of leizure, to amplify the annotations.

In this fecond edition, the plants Amaryllis, Orchis, and Cannabis
are inferted with two additional prints of flowers; fome alterations
are made in Gloriofa, and Tulipa; and the defcription of the Salt-
mines in Poland is removed to the firft poem on the Economy of

Vegetation.
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